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Although enthusiasts propose disarmament or the limitation of armaments 
in the present state of the world's affairs, public opinion does not seem ripe for 
either proposal. Without venturing a criticism of those with whose aims I 
deeply sympathize, I believe that more real progress would be made towards 
disarmament or the limitation of armaments if a sane and serious attempt were 
made to eliminate the causes that ordinarily produce war, or if a satisfactory 
substitute for war were matured so reasonable in itself that it would be unrea- 
sonable not to accept it as a substitute. * * * We recognize peace, not war, 
as the normal state of mankind; therefore all means calculated to maintain 
peace and which actually do maintain it are steps toward disarmament or the 
limitation of armaments. From this point of view, disarmament is not looked 
upon as a condition precedent to peace; but as the consequence of the pacific 
settlement of international disputes. 

L. Oppenheim. 



Le Condominium Franco-Anglais des Nouvelles-Hebrides. By N. Politis, 
Professor of Law in the University of Poitiers, Associate of the In- 
stitute of International Law. Paris : A. Pedone. 1908. pp. iv, 151. 

The New Hebrides are as an open book to the accomplished Professor 
of International Law in the University of Poitiers who has taken a keen, 
one might say an abnormal interest during the last few years in the 
welfare and destiny of the islands, and his various articles, The Inter- 
national Condition of the New Hebrides [Bevue generale de droit inter- 
national public, vol. VIII (1901) pp. 121, 230 et seq.], The condition 
of the New Hebrides under the Franco-British Agreement of 190^ \ibid, 
vol. XI, (1904) pp. 755 et seq.], are authoritative. The recent treaty of 
October 20, 1906, between Prance and Great Britain establishing a gov- 
ernment and adequate governmental machinery in the islands (for the 
text of which see this Journal, Supplement, 1 :179) has caused Pro- 
fessor Politis to return to the subject anew, and to publish the brochure 
mentioned in the caption. 

The author does not regard the situation created by the treaty as 
permanent and rightly points out that the contracting parties are fully 
aware of its temporary nature. His purpose is to explain the treaty 
rather than to defend it, although in the final chapter he answers in a 
conclusive manner the various attacks made upon it by extremists upon 
both sides of the channel. He admits that it might have been better to 
have ceded the islands to one government or the other but points out the 
difficulties in the way of such a settlement, for although the preponderat- 
ing influence of France in the soil is marked, and French colonists are 
numerically more numerous, the preponderance is not so great as to 
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make a cession to Prance appeal to an English public especially in view 
of the Australian jealousy of France. He also shows that a geographical 
and physical division of the islands between France and Great Britain 
might result less favorably to France and French influence, whereas the 
condominium of France and Great Britain as established and denned in 
the treaty is just to the interests of both and leaves the ultimate destiny 
of the islands to future developments. Notwithstanding his keen interest 
in the subject and his desire to see France acquire undisputed possession 
and control of the islands, his treatment of the opposing views of France 
and Great Britain is scrupulously fair and impartial. 

We are not, however, interested in the treaty as such, but in Professor 
Politis' exposition of its provisions, which is adrnirable. He might have 
explained the treaty article by article and have commented upon each 
in turn. Instead of this he has chosen the more difficult and more 
scientific method of analysis. Without quoting the text he has made its 
provisions clear and shown the necessary and logical connection between 
them as well as the consistency of the whole. The historical introduction 
is compressed within the narrowest limits, for his purpose is not so much 
to trace the historical development of the movement, which he had already 
done in previous publications, but to expound, and at times to justify the 
situation created by the treaty of October 20, 1906. As an example of 
consummate skill in handling a difficult and complicated question, the 
reviewer calls attention to the masterly analysis of the opposing views of 
France and Great Britain in the matter of quieting title to the lands 
held or claimed by French citizens and British subjects in the islands — 
the crux of the question, for on the ownership of the land depends in 
great measure the future of the New Hebrides — the fairness with which 
each view is stated, the subtle criticism of the British contentions and 
the justification of the compromise solution which Professor Politis 
rightly regards as a French triumph (pp. 62-78). It is no exaggeration 
to state that the passages referred to are masterly and a model of sound 
and judicious exposition. 

Leaving aside the purpose, the method of execution, and the execution 
itself, the brochure consists of a brief introduction (pp. 5-7) and six 
chapters, the origin of the condominium (pp. 9-18) ; the fundamentals 
of the condominium (pp. 19-31) ; administrative organization (pp. 32- 
48) ; judicial organization (pp. 49-61) ; legislative organization (pp. 
62-95) ; the future of the condominium (pp. 96-102). In an appendix 
(pp. 105-147) are printed the treaty of October 20, 1906, and the 
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various regulations and instructions of the two governments, necessary 
to its understanding. 

The brochure is admirably clear, well written, judicial as well as 
judicious, and suffices to give the general reader as well as the professional 
student the necessary information on the present international status of 
the New Hebrides. 

James Beown Soott. 



Internationalism. By Wilbur P. Crafts. Washington, D. C. The In- 
ternational Beform Bureau. 96 pp., 40 cts. 

This is a second revised edition (the first was a private presentation 
edition), issued with special reference to the Balkan crisis in the " Con- 
cert of Europe," and the first Concert of the World, the Opium Con- 
ference of American, Asiatic and European powers called by President 
Boosevelt to meet at Shanghai on January 1st. Chapter one recalls the 
crusades and other instances where three or more nations have cooperated 
in war. Chapter two records the great treaties made by three or more 
great powers at the end of wars to keep the peace of the world and " the 
balance of power." Chapter three covers international arbitration and 
the Hague Court. Chapter four shows international cooperation in 
commerce; five, in philanthropy, such as the Geneva Bed Cross Conven- 
tion. Then much more at length chapter six records the progress 
against alcohol and opium as hindrances to progress in other lands. 
There are other chapters on the international white slave traffic, inter- 
national action needed on gambling and immigration. The book is pre- 
pared especially to furnish subjects for debate, which are noted in its 
margins. Pages 18 to 21 give a convenient list of conferences of three or 
more powers during the nineteenth century. 

In a volume of lxiv, 542 pages entitled Arbitraje International entre 
el Peru y el Brasil, and published in Buenos Aires, appear the documents 
and claims of Peru in the arbitration with Brazil concerning the claims 
of citizens injured in the regions of Alto Yurua and Alto Purus. By 
the treaty of July 12, 1904, between Peru and Brazil these regions were 
neutralized pending the settlement of the boundary discussions. On the 
same day an agreement was signed for the arbitration of the claims of 
citizens of both countries for injuries received in these territories since 
the year 1902, and the present volume is the presentation of the claims 



